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UPSCRelevance

SC grants Delhi ex-CM Aravind Kejriwal In-
terim Bail

Background

Source: https://ujala.uk.gov.in/files/
e It is basically for a short duration and Interim_ Bail by RameshSingh.pdf
before the hearing or final disposal of
regular or anticipatory bail appli-
cation .
7 E A Gh@ Buzz?
e Importance of Interim Bail:
The Model Code of Conduct (MCC) is in the
spotlight due to violations by senior politi-
cians during the 18th Lok Sabha election

campaign

- Interim bail is important as when
application for regular or anticipa-
tory bail goes to court, certain doc-
uments are required like charge
sheet or case diary etc. so that court
can  judiciously decide the ' ¥

application

- But this process requires time and
the accused has to remain in le-
gal custody until the court gets the
documents and can decide the bail
application.

e The Interim bail can be extended for
more time if the period expires and
court thinks fit

2

Background

e It is a measure especially to safeguard

the reputation of an accused
e The Model Code of Conduct (MCC) is

a set of guidelines that political par- ties
and candidates must follow during
elections

e Granting of interim bail is the discre-
tion of the Court

Comparison between Anticipatory and Reg- .
ular Bail

It was created with the agreement of all
political parties to ensure free and fair
elections and to maintain ethical con-

Anticipatory Regular Bail duct throughout the electoral process

Feature Bail
e MCC is not legally binding

Before arrest| After  arrest
WACWRNCEN AN (to  prevent | (to  get re- e The Election Commission of India
applied? arrest) leased) (ECI) is responsible for enforcing the

High Court | Any S MCC l.md.er Article 324 of the Indian
WOAEECIERISE or  Sessions| (Magistrate, Constitution
it? Court Sessions, « The MCC ensures that:

High Court)
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- The ruling party does not misuse
government machinery for elec-
tion purposes

- Electoral offenses, malpractices,
and corrupt practices are pre-
vented

e The MCC comes into effect from the
date the Election Commission an-
nounces the election schedule and re-
mains in force until the entire election
process is completed

e MCC was first introduced in Kerala State
Assembly election in 1960

UPSCRelevance

Frequently asked in Prelims (e.g., 2019: MCC
enforcement) and Mains (e.g., role in free
elections, 2018)

Source: https://www.eci.gov.in/mcc/

7 E A Gne Buzz?

The National Anti-Doping Agency (Nada)
has expanded its purview and included more
elite cricketers in its comprehensive anti-
doping programme

e |@a

Play fair

Background

e NADA India implements the anti-
doping programme in India, inline with
the World Anti-doping Code 2021

¢ It works in close collaboration with the
sport ecosystem to create a dope-free
sporting environment in the country

e It works under the Ministry of Youth
Affairs & Sports, Government of In-
dia
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e It was set up as a registered society
under the Societies Registration Act of
1860 in November 2005

World Anti-Doping Agency

e It is a foundation initiated by the Inter-
national Olympic Committee to pro-
mote, coordinate and monitor the fight
against drugs in sports

e Headquarters: Montreal,

Canada

Quebec,

Doping

e Doping refers to the use of prohibited
artificial substances, which are often
illegal, to boost performance and gain an
edge over competitors in sports

e It can also involve other techniques,
such as enhancing oxygen levels in the
blood through methods like blood
transfusions

UPSCRelevance
Ethics in sports have appeared in Mains

Source: https://nadaindia.yas.gov.in/

7 E A Gh@ Buzz?

Victim-Centric Measures of New Criminal
Laws in India (BNS, BNSS, BSA, 2023)

Background

¢ A chargesheet is the final document
prepared by the police or investigat- ing
officer after completing an investi-
gation in a case, whether it involves a
cognizable or non-cognizable offense

e It is also called a Police Report or Fi-
nal Report

e It includes a detailed record of the


https://www.eci.gov.in/mcc/
https://nadaindia.yas.gov.in/

entire investigation process, starting
from the filing of the First Information
Report (FIR) to the conclusion of the in-

quiry
Submission and Role

e The ©police must submit the
chargesheet to the court before any
trial can start Once submitted, it
triggers the beginning of legal prose-
cution against the accused

e The format of the charge sheet must
follow the guidelines set by the state
government

Time Limits for Filing

e [t must be completed within 60 days for
cases in lower courts and 90 days for
cases in Sessions courts

¢ If not filed within these timeframes, the
accused can claim default bail

Is Filing Mandatory?

* In cognizable offence cases, the po- lice
must file a chargesheet after an FIR,
either on their own or as directed by the
court

« In non-cognizable offense cases, it's
not mandatory unless the court orders
an investigation

Source: https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.
aspx?PRID=2082757#:
text=File%20FIR%20at%20Any%20Police,
immediate%?20reporting%200f%20the%200ffence

7 E A Gn@ Buzz?

Victim-Centric Measures of New Criminal
Laws in India (BNS, BNSS, BSA, 2023)

Background

e FIR stands for First Information Re-
port. Itis a written record created by the
police when they receive informa- tion
about a cognizable offense

« Anyone aware of such an of- fense—
whether a victim, witness, or
bystander—can file an FIR.It must be
written down and signed by the person
providing the information
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Key Details in an FIR
[J Description of the offense that oc- curred

[1 Date, time, and location where the of-
fense took place

1 Information about the accused, if available

[J Details of the informant (the person re-
porting the offense

Key Details in an FIR

[1 Once an FIR is lodged, the police must
start investigating the case

[] If there’s evidence or suspicion, the po-
lice can arrest the accused without a
warrant

[ They may also search premises and
collect evidence relevant to the case

Zero FIR

e Allows a person to file a First Infor-
mation Report (FIR) at any police sta-
tion, even if the offense occurred out-
side that station’s area (jurisdiction)

e It help victims of serious crimes to file a
complaint more quickly and freely

e It also helps to prevent the loss or tam-
pering of evidence and witnesses due to
delays in filing the complaint

o After a Zero FIR is filed, it is trans- ferred
to the appropriate police station for
further investigation

e Zero FIR was introduced based on the
recommendation of the Justice Verma
Committee, which came after the 2012
Nirbhaya gang rape case

Source: https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.
aspx?PRID=2082757#:
text=File%20FIR%20at%20Any%20Police,
immediate%20reporting%200f%20the%20offence

WhA OtaelBuzz?

Initiative of the Election Commission of In-
dia to celebrate women empowerment
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Background

Source: https://ecisveep.nic.in/

7 E A Gne Buzz?

On May 20, 2024, the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF)assumed security du-
ties for most of the Parliament House com-
plex in New Delhi, replacing the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)

Background

e Parliamentary Security Services was
established in 1929 as the Watch and
Ward Staff after Bhagat Singh and
Batukeshwar Dutt bombed the Cen-
tral Legislative Assembly (now Samvid-
han Sadan)

e [t was renamed to Parliamentary Se-
curity Services in 2008 under P.D.T.
Acharya

* Now, security of parliament remains
under the Lok Sabha Secretariat, but
orders stem from the MHA, not the
Speaker, raising concerns about par-
liamentary autonomy

Comparison between CISFand CRPF
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Primary Role

Nature of
Duties

Deployment
Focus

Ministry

CISF (Cen- | CRPF (Cen-
tral Indus- | tral Reserve
trial Secu | Police Force)
rity Force
Secures crit | Ensures
ical infras- | internal se
tructure (e.g.,| curity and
airports, Par- | counters
liament since | insurgency
May 2024). (e.g., J&K,
Naxal areas).
Static se- | Dynamic op
curity and | erations like
public inter- | riot  control
action at key | and combat
installations. missions.
Specific sites: | Nationwide:
airports, met- | conflict
ros, PSUs, | zones, elec
govt  build- | tions, law
ings. enforcement.
Ministry of | Ministry of

Home Affairs
(MHA).

Home Affairs
(MHA).

Central In-

Central Re

serve Police
Force Act,
1949 (en-

acted 1949).

Established dustrial Se

By curity Force
Act, 1968
(enacted
1969).

UPSCRelevance

Parliamentary functioning questions ap-
pear in Prelims (e.g.,, 2016: Lok Sabha pro-

cedures)

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/
national/questions-arise-around-role-of-oldest
security-wing-in-parliament-in-the-face-of-cisf
takeover/article68196935.ece

7 E A Gh@ Buzz?

The validy of Collegium is questioned
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Background

eIt is a
appointing and transferring
evolved through SC judgments

judge-led mechanism for
judges,

¢ Eventhough Articles 124(2) and 217
govern the appointment of Supreme
Court (SC) and High Court (HC)
judges, respectively.

e Collegium system is not enshrined
in the Constitution or an Act.

Evolution of Collegium System

e First Judges Case (1981): Ruled that
the Executive could reject the Chief
Justice of India’s (CJI) recommenda-
tions for strong reasons, prioritizing
Executive dominance in appointments
for 12 years

e Second Judges Case (1993): In-
troduced the Collegium system,
interpreting “consultation” as “concur-
rence” with the CJI.CJI’s opinion must
reflect collective input from the two

Collegium NJAC (Na-
System tional Ju-
dicial Ap-
pointments
Commis-
sion)
Comprises A 6-member
(®fe]pslofofiifelsMM ONnly judges: | panel: CJl
CJl + 4 | (Chair), 2
senior-most senior-most
SCjudges (for | SC judges,
SC); CJI + 2 | Union Law
senior-most Minister,
SC judges| 2 eminent
(for HC). No | persons
executive role | (nominated
in initiating | by CJl, PM,
picks. and Leader of
Opposition).
Included ex-
ecutive and
civil society.

UPSCRelevance

Judiciary related questions asked in Mains
previously (e.g., judicial appointments) and
prelims

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/
national/questions-arise-around-role-of-oldest

senior-most SC judges security-wing-in-parliament-in-the-face-of-cist

takeover/article68196935.ece

¢ Third Judges Case (1998): Expanded
the SC Collegium to five members (C]I
+ four senior-most judges) following a Y

Presidential reference under Article 143 7 E A Gne 8uzz?

e Third Judges Case (2015): Declared
the National Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC) unconstitutional.
The case reaffirmed the collegium sys-
tem for appointing judges

Election Results 2024

Structure of Collegium System

h SC Collegium: Led by the CJI, in-
cludes four senior-most SC judges.

h HC Collegium: Headed by the HC Chief
Justice, with two senior-most HC judges

Background
Exit Polls Opinion
Polls
Conducted Conducted
\VETIgMBNII(Igel after voting | before vot-
NGB on  election | ing, reflecting
ing day, captur- | voter inten-
Compariosn between Collegium System and ing actual | tions ahead
National Judicial Appointments Commission voter choices | of time

(NJAC)
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International practices

¢ United Kingdom: Opinion poll results
can be published freely with no re-
strictions. However, exit poll results are
prohibited from being released un- til
voting concludes

e United States: Opinion polls are con-
sidered a vital aspect of free speech
during elections, and their publication is
permitted at any time without limita-
tions. Exit polls follow similar freedom,
with no specific embargo

Source:
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/lok-
sabha/electionresults-2024-exit-polls-bite-the-
dust/article68250864.ece

7 E A Gh@ Buzz?

In the 2024 Lok Sabha elections in Indore,
Madhya Pradesh, the NOTA (None of the
Above) option got over 2 lakh votes, the
highest ever in any area in India

It - &
<. -
- am
(8] - &
A - a»
T eaB
| NOTA |. :

Efection Commission of India

Background

e The Election Commission records
NOTA votes, but classifies them as
‘invalid votes’ Even if NOTA secures
the highest votes in a constituency, the
candidate with the next highest valid
votes wins

e First Use: NOTA debuted in the 2013
Assembly elections in Chhattisgarh,
Mizoram, Rajasthan, Delhi, and Mad-
hya Pradesh, and was later used in the
2014 Lok Sabha elections

e Origin: Introduced following a 2013
Supreme Court ruling in the PUCL vs.
Union of India case, mandating its in-
clusion in the electoral process
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UPSCRelevance

Direct prelims question (e.g., 2014: NOTA
introduction) and mains asked on electoral
reforms (e.g., 2018: effectiveness of NOTA)

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
None of_the_above (India)

Background

¢ Lok Sabha LoP: The Leader of the Op-
position in Lok Sabha is the head of the
biggest opposition party, recognized by
the Speaker, who leads debates, ques-
tions the government, and offers differ-
ent views on policies

* Rajya Sabha LoP: The Leader of the
Opposition in Rajya Sabha is the head of
the largest opposition party, recog-
nized by the Chairman, who leads dis-
cussions, challenges the government,
and presents alternative ideas

e Therole is notin the Constitution but
is defined by the Salary and Al- lowances
of Leaders of Opposition in Parliament
Act, 1977.

e The Leader of Opposition (LoP) in
both Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha
holds a rank equal to a Cabinet Min-
ister. They receive the same salary, al-
lowances, and perks as a Cabinet Min-
ister

e The position of LoP was first officially
recognized in the Indian Parliament in
1969.

UPSCRelevance

Common theme in both prelims (e.g. LOP
role) and mains (e.g., coalition politics )

Source: https:
/Iwww.thehindu.com/news/national/ncert -
removescartoon-on-coalition-politics-saysit-cast
india-in-a-negativelight/article68513064.ece0
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Draft of Immigration and Foreigners Bill,
2025 presented in Parliament

Background

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/news/
national/threat -to-national-security-sovereignty
groundsto-denyforeignersentry-and-stay-
immigration-bill -says/article69212099.ece

Background

Burnt Memory in EVMsand VVPATs

F Burnt memory refers to the perma nent,
non-volatile memory in EVMs
(Electronic  Voting Machines) and
VVPATs (Voter Verified Paper Audit
Trails), which retains data even with
out power
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e EVMs: Stores votes cast, machine set-
tings, and operational data

e VVPATs: Holds printed vote records,
acting as a paper backup for electronic
votes

¢ Up to 5% of machines in an Assem- bly
constituency for the Lok Sabha seg-
ment can be verified.

e Second- and third-placed candidates in
an election can request for Ver-
ification. Requests must be filed
within 7 days of result announce-
ment.Candidates pay for verification;
refunded if tampering is detected

UPSCRelevance

Question on electoral integrity asked in
Mains before

Source:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/eci -
receivesll-requestsfor-evmand-vvpat-memory
verification-postresults/article68311849.ece

7 E A Gne Buzz?

Decriminalize over 100 outdated legal pro-
visions to enhance ease of doing business

ll | JAN VISHWAS BILL|

Background

e Jan Vishwas Act, 2023: Enacted to
support “Make in India” and ease of do-
ing business

e Jan Vishwas 2.0: DPIIT working on
100+ rules/laws as a 100-day priority of
the current government.

e Decriminalization: Removes 183 crim-
inal provisions across 42 Central Acts,
19 Ministries

e Civil Penalties: Replaces criminal
penalties with administrative actions
for minor/technical lapses
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e Objective: Eliminate outdated provi-
sions unfit for modern tech/business
needs

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/business/
budget/union-budget2025-governmentto-
introduce-jan-vishwas20-for-greater-easeof-
doing-business/article69168879.ece

7 E A Gn@ Buzz?

Assam’s Bodo Council seeks inclusion in
Article 280 for more funds

Background

e It is an Autonomous tribal area in
Assam under the 6th Schedule of the
Constitution

e Comprises 5 districts: Kokrajhar, Chi-
rang, Baksa, Udalguri, Tamulpur.

e Demand: Inclusion under Article 280
for direct Union funds to boost devel-
opment

e Article 280: Governs Finance Com-
mission’s role in tax distribution,
grants-in-aid, and resource supple-
mentation for states/Panchayats

e Reason: To address infrastructure
gaps, boost tourism (e.g.,, rafting,
wildlife safaris), and sustain peace
post-2020 Bodo Accord.

Source:
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/
assam/assamsodo-councitseeksinclusionin-
article-280-for-more-funds/article69150085.ece

7 E A Gn@ Buzz?

The Election Commission of India has
recently allowed media persons covering
election activities to cast their vote through
postal ballots in the upcoming general elec-
tions. Home Voting for eligible voters ex-
tended pan India for the first time in Gen-
eral Elections 2024

\

Background

e Postal ballots (vote by post) allow eli-
gible voters to vote remotely when un-
able to vote in person at polling sta- tions

e Eligible Voters

- Service Voters: Members of
armed forces, state armed police,
government employees posted
away from their constituency

- Absentee Voters: Senior citizens,
persons with disabilities. Other
Categories: Electors on election
duty, individuals under preven-
tive detention.

e Home Voting

- Focus Groups: Elderly (85+), Per-
sons with Disabilities (PwD), Third
Gender (TG), Particularly Vulnera-
ble Tribal Groups (PVTGs)

UPSCRelevance

Source: https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.
aspx?PRID=2022053

7 E A Gh@ Buzz?
SC Ruling on Climate Change & Need for a
Unified Law

Background

e It was mentioned Supreme Court Rul-
ing on M.K. Ranjitsinh vs Union of
India (2024) on Protection of the Great
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